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Upcoming Events November 17 General Meeting 
Location:  Quail Point Lodge, Horseshoe Bay 

Program:  Rhonda Lacy, VP TFRW 
Light lunch at 12:30 p.m.           Program begins at 1:00 p.m. 

Everyone Welcome! 
 

TFRW VP Rhonda Lacy to Speak at 
SRW November 17 Meeting 
 Horseshoe Bay Mayor Steve Jordan 
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Rhonda Lacy, Texas Federation of 
Republican Women Vice President of 
Programs, will speak at the SRW Nov. 
17 meeting at Quail Point Lodge. 

Rhonda is known within TFRW and the 
Republican Party of Texas as a high-
energy doer and leader.  She has 
literally worked in hundreds of 
campaigns from serving as a volunteer 
walking door-to-door to running strike 
forces in and outside of Texas for 
presidential candidates George W. 
Bush and Mitt Romney. 

Recently, RPT Chairman Tom Mechler 
appointed Rhonda as the 2016 State 
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Director for the Mighty Texas Strike 
Force to put thousands of volunteers 
into 10 battleground states and 7 
battleground areas of Texas. 

Rhonda believes strongly in the 
“Mighty Three for Republicans of 1) 
Recruiting Republicans, 2) Electing 
Republicans and 3) Sharing the good 
conservative Republican message.”   

Rhonda has served in several 
capacities on the TFRW Board, from 
Chaplain to Education chair and on 
numerous committees including 
legislation, awards, special events, 
membership and outreach.  As the 
current VP of Programs, she was 
involved in the recent TFRW state 
convention and supporting TFRW 
chapters.  

As president of the Midland County 
Republican Women, Rhonda 
challenged her club to complete in 
their 52nd year, 50 Caring for America 
projects and for each member to bring 
two new visitors to MCRW meetings.  
The club finished 62 projects and won 
the coveted National Federation of 
Republican Women National Award for 
Caring for America beating out the 
other 49 states. 

TFRW recognized Rhonda with the 
Tribute to Women Award and also as 
one of TFRW’s Ten Outstanding 
Republican Women.  Rhonda also 
serves on the State Republican 
Executive Council.   
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Time to Renew Your 
SRW Membership! 

Membership 
forms are 
available online 
at: 
www.starrw.org 
 
See more on 
Page 3. 

Nov. 30th Biennial TFRW
5 thru 7 Convention, Lubbock

Nov. 10 Presidential Debate
Wisconsin/Fox 

Nov HLRW Veterans Day
11 Picnic; Llano

American Legion

Nov. BCRW Mtg.
12 Reed Bldg., Burnet

Nov. 1st day candidate
14 filing for Primary

Nov. SRW General Mtg
17 Quail Point Lodge

Rhonda Lacy, TFRW
VP of Programs

Dec. LCRC Mtg., 6 p.m.
1 Quail Point Lodge

Dec. SRW Annual Holiday
8 Luncheon; $25 

Escondido Club
11:30 a.m.

Dec. Filing deadline
14 for candidates

Dec. Presidential Debate
15 Neveda/CNN



1

Republican Party of Texas Chairman Tom 
Mechler gave us a lot of food for thought 
when he spoke at our October General 
Meeting. 
 
Of course we all realize how important it 
is for Republicans to regain the White 
House in 2016.  There are a myriad of 
issues we believe a Republican president 
and Congress will be able to address 
much more ably than the current 
administration or potential Democratic 
nominees.  So winning Congressional 
seats and the White House is extremely 
important.    That covers two of the three 
branches of our democratic government.  
The third – the Judiciary and the Supreme 
Court – cannot be overlooked as Mechler 
pointed out because there is the potential 
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for retirement of four of the nine Justices 
during the 2016-2020 term of the next 
president.  And since so many recent 
important Supreme Court rulings have 
been a 5-4 vote, it is imperative that we 
have a Republican President making the 
nominations for the new Justices.   
 
Chairman Mechler also highlighted the 
need to unite our party and be more 
inclusive.  Texas demographics have 
changed significantly over the past 
decade, and our State has an increasing 
number of minorities.  In fact, Texas leads 
the nation in the growth of its foreign-
born population. Mechler said many 
minorities vote Republican but identify 
themselves as Democrat, particularly 
Hispanics.   
 
Our goal should be to have an ongoing 
dialogue with all members of our 
communities – no matter the race, 
religion, gender or economic status – and 
find common ground.  Chances are high 
that we share more in common than not.  
As Mechler pointed out – let’s start the 
conversation about what we have in 
common not what are our differences.  
 
 I loved his analogy about dating – you 
don’t start talking about how you are 
different but rather you explore what you 
have in common.  Finding commonality is 
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the foundation for a good and lasting 
relationship whether it leads to marriage, 
friendship or political kinship. 
 
Lastly, Mechler challenged us all to take 
action.  We enjoy living in an area that is 
a Republican stronghold, but we cannot 
take it for granted.  Furthermore, there 
are other areas in our state that need our 
help – with boots on the ground as well as 
financial assistance.  Mechler 
encouraged us to consider joining strike-
force teams that will go to other parts of 
the state to campaign for candidates such 
as Congressman Will Hurd in San 
Antonio.  He also encouraged us to 
consider joining the Grassroots Club of 
the Republican Party of Texas.  For $8.25 
a month this is an easy but effective way 
to help our RPT support candidates and 
keep Texas Red! 
 
We were grateful that Tom Mechler took 
the time to speak to our group and 
appreciate his thoughtful comments.  
Now, let us make him and our party 
proud by committing to help support 
Republican candidates through volunteer 
efforts and enrollment in the Grassroots 
Club. 
 

Mary Lou Kromer 
President 

Star Republican Women 
 

Mary Lou’s  
Message 

Republican Party of Texas 
Chairman Tom Mechler 
visits with Star Republican 
Women (from left) Kathy Hussey, 
Tari Pilgreen and Donna Stevens 
at the October General Meeting. 
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“Ask me why I care. “ 
 
You may have seen me wearing a button with that slogan at our 
recent SRW meeting.   I wear that button proudly and will be 
glad to give you one, too, because I want people to ask us why 
we care.   
 
We all have our reasons for joining Star Republican Women.  I 
joined because I care.  I care about  
many of the same issues that most 
Americans care about.  I care about 
taking an active part in our democracy.  
We cannot be complacent.  We should 
be voting and taking an active part in 
being informed and informing others.  
 
If you were at the October meeting you 
heard why others joined Star Republican 
Women, too.   
 
Kathy Hussey said she cares about a 
quality education for her family and all 
Americans. 
 
Marion Gardner said she cares about having a healthy family 
and the ability for her and her family to direct their own health 
care. 

The Star Republican Women Nominating Committee 
comprised of Charlotte Hewitt, Louraine Robertson 
and Claudia Haydon presented its 2016 slate of 
officers at the October 20 General Meeting.  Louraine 
presented the following slate: 

President:    Mary Lou Kromer 
First VP of Programs:  Gennie Ward 
Second VP of Membership:  Nancy Cobb 
Secretary:  Tari Pilgreen 
Treasurer:  Beverly Graham 

 
Louraine also reported that nominations will be 
accepted during the November meeting, after which 
members will be asked to vote for the new officers.  
Installation of new officers will be held at the 
December 8 Holiday Luncheon. 
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Join Star Republican Women Because You Care! 
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Claudia Haydon said she cares about a stable economy and 
a government that helps provide truly meaningful jobs for 
all Americans. 
 
Jay Ward said he cares about the preservation of freedom 
and individual rights for all Americans.  
 
They all joined the Republican Party and Star Republican 
Women because they care.  Not because we had a contest 
to see how many people we could get to join and someone 
wanted to win a prize. Our prize is bringing like-minded 
individuals together to pursue a common goal. Working 
together, we are all winners! 
 
Please remember to renew your membership in Star 
Republican Women as soon as possible.   
 
AND, please help Star Republican Women find others who 
care about the same things we care about.  Start a dialogue 
with your friends, family and new acquaintances.  Tell them 
why you care and why you are a member of Star 
Republican Women.  Ask if they would like to join you and 
our cause. 
 
Let me know if you want a “Ask me why I care.” button.  It 
is a great conversation starter!  I will have buttons available 
at our November meeting. So come by the Membership 
Table to get your own. 

Gennie Ward  
VP of Membership 

Nominating Committee Presents 2016 Slate 
of Officers; Election Set for November  

Republican Party of 
Texas Chairman Tom 
Mechler encourages 
all SRW members 
and associates to 
consider joining the 
RPT’s Grassroots 
Club. 
 

To become a member, you agree to contribute a 
minimum of $8.25 a month through a credit or debit 
charge, totaling $99 per year.  You can cancel at 
any time. 
 
This program will save both the Party and you time 
and money.  This is a great alternative to costly and 
annoying telemarketing calls and direct mail 
solicitations.  In fact, Grassroots Club members will 
NOT receive phone solicitations from the RPT!   
 
You can join by registering on line at 
www.grassrootsclub.com.  
 
 We encourage you to join today!  
 

Republican Party of Texas Grassroots Club 
GRC

Welcome to the Grassroots Club, the sustaining membership organization for the Republican Party of Texas.

For $8.25/month, or $99/year, you can support the RPT's mission to elect Republicans at all levels of Texas

government, run a fair primary and a strong state convention.

Your participation gets you special perks, like:

Removal from all RPT fundraising calls and mail

Inclusion in quarterly TeleTown Halls with exciting guests

Invitations to exclusive events at the Republican State Convention.
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SRW Holiday Luncheon Set for Dec. 8 at Escondido Club 

The 2016 Star Republican Women Holiday luncheon is set for Tuesday, 
December 8 at the Escondido Golf & Lake Club. Members and guests 
are welcome! 

Tickets are $25 per person.  To guarantee your reservation, please send 
a check to SRW Treasurer Beverly Graham at SRW, PO Box 8675, 
Horseshoe Bay, TX 78657.  Make checks payable to:  Escondido Golf 
& Lake Club. 

You can also bring your checks to the Nov. 17 SRW General Meeting. 
 


