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Texas’ First Lady Cecilia Abbott will speak at 
the Hill Country Republican Women Spring 
Luncheon on May 19 at Escondido Golf & Lake 
Club in Horseshoe Bay.  The luncheon is 
sponsored by Star Republican Women, 
Highland Lakes Republican Women and 
Burnet County Republican Women. 

The event will begin at 11:30 a.m.  Tickets are 
$25 per person and can be obtained by 
sending checks to Star Republican Women,  
PO Box 8675, Horseshoe Bay, TX, 78657 or call 
830-596-7061.  Deadline is May 15. 

Cecilia Abbott is a product of the American 
Dream.  The granddaughter of immigrants 
from Mexico, Cecilia was raised in San Antonio 
by parents who were both educators.  They 
instilled in Cecilia, her sister and two brothers 
the power of education. 

Cecilia took the lesson to heart and went on to 
study at the University of Texas and then 
earned three degrees from the University of 
St. Thomas in Houston:  a Bachelor’s degree in 
Psychology, a Master’s degree in Education 
and a Master’s degree in Theology. 

The First Lady has played important roles in 
education excellence in Texas.  She was a 
teacher, vice principal and then principal at 
several schools across Texas.  Most recently 
she served as the principal of the Cathedral 
School of St. Mary in Austin from 1996 to 2001.  
Governor Perry appointed Cecilia to the State 
Board of Educator Certification, where she 
served from 2001 to 2008.   

Mrs. Abbott also focused on health care for 
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seniors.  From 2004 to 2013, she served as 
the managing director of community 
relations at Harden Healthcare, a network of 
senior adult health care facilities and 
services. 

She serves on the University of St. Thomas 
Board of Directors and the Huston-Tillotson 
Board of Directors, as well as the advisory 
boards for the Holy Trinity Seminary, and 
the Austin Diocesan School Advisory Board. 
She is also a member of the Women’s 
Symphony League, the National Charity 
League, and the Dell Children’s Women’s 
Trust. She is a former member of the 
advisory board for the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children, Ballet 
Austin and the Principals’ Center at Harvard 
Graduate School of Education. 

First Lady Cecilia Abbott To Speak 
May 19 to Hill Country Republicans 

May 19 Special Luncheon Meeting  
Location:  Escondido Golf & Lake Club,  

                     Horseshoe Bay 

Program:  First Lady Cecilia Abbott  
Event begins at 11:30 a.m. 

Tickets $25 per person 
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Cecilia is a classical music 
devotee, having begun piano 
training at the age of six. The 
training came in handy when she 
moved into the Castilian Dorm at 
UT where she serenaded her 
future husband from behind the 
keyboard with music, the likes of 
which he had never heard. 

Cecilia Abbott made history when 
her husband Greg became 
Governor of Texas by becoming 
the first Latina First Lady of Texas 
in the history of the state.  She is a 
proud wife and mother. She and 
Greg have been married for 33 
years, and they live in Austin with 
their daughter Audrey. 

Upcoming Events 
May Red Shoe Book Club
7 Pecan Creek  

Clubhouse 
750 Pecan Crossing
5:30-7:30 pm

May BCRW Meeting
14 Reed Bldg. 11:30 a.m.

May SRW Tours Hill Cntry
14 Science Mill, 2pm

May Lunch w/Texas
19 First Lady; 11:30 am

Escondido Club

June LCRC Meeting
2 Kingsland Community

Center; 6 pm

June Last day of 84th
2 Leg. Reg. Session

Sept. SRW General Mtg
15 Quail Point Lodge

Oct. SRW General Mtg
20 Quail Point Lodge

Nov. SRW General Mtg
17 Quail Point Lodge
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Well, the race is on -- the race for the 
White House that is. 

Every day we hear of another Republican 
throwing his or her hat in the ring.  Who 
knows who the chosen one will be by the 
time the National Convention is held in 
Cleveland next year. 

What we do know is that nearly two out of 
every three Americans believe our 
country is on the wrong track. We must 
select a candidate who can right 
America’s course and win the White 
House back! 

The Republican Party has a plan that will 
serve as a road map for all candidates. 
We can utilize the GOP’s “Principles for 
American Renewal” as we evaluate each 
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candidate and his or her abilities to make 
a difference and to win the votes of the 
majority of Americans. 

Here are the 10 key elements of the 
Principles for American Renewal 
and why we must win in 2016: 

• To preserve our constitution 

• To grow America’s economy 

• To balance our nation’s budget 

• To start over with real health 
care reform 

• To give our veterans the 
respect, care and benefits they 
deserve 

• To strengthen our military and 
secure our borders 

• To give every child the 
opportunity for a great 
education 

• To create an environment that 
fosters upward mobility 

• To defend the values of family, 
life, religious liberty and hard 
work 

• To secure American energy 
independence. 

These principles become even more 
powerful when you stop and think about 
the many examples of how the Democrats 
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have taken action under the Obama 
Administration: 

• To chisel away at our constitutional 
rights, 

• To significantly increase the nation’s 
deficit,  

• To create a health system that is 
more costly and less effective,  

• To prevent our veterans from getting 
adequate and timely medical care, 

• To ignore our border security needs 
and instead, welcome illegal 
immigrants to cross our borders,  

• To claim economic recovery when 
many go jobless, 

• To fight projects that will help ensure 
our energy independence. 

This is just a short list of actions taken by 
the Obama Democrats that cut at the very 
core of American principles.  Imagine 
what would happen if Hillary Clinton 
were to follow in Obama’s footsteps! 

This summer, as you visit with family and 
friends, share with them why they need 
to support the Republican principles and 
the Republican candidates in the 
upcoming 2016 elections.  Give them 
examples of how off-track the Democrats 
have taken our country.   

Keep Texas Red 
Keep Congress Red. 

Take back the White House. 
 

Mary Lou Kromer 
President 
Star Republican Women 
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Come May 7 to SRW’s First 
Red Shoe Book Club meeting.   
 
Star Republican Women will host its first Red 
Shoe Book Club meeting on Thursday, May 7 
featuring a discussion about David James 
Brown’s book “Boys in the Boat.” 

The informal gathering will be held from 5:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Pecan Creek Club 
House at 750 Pecan Crossing in Horseshoe 
Bay. 

“We welcome interested SRW members to join 
us to discuss how the book has inspired and 
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enlightened us as we nourish relationships and 
indulge in some wine and good conversation,” 
said Kathy Hussey, Literacy Committee 
Chairman. 

“Boys in the Boat” is a book that celebrates the 
1936 U.S. Men’s Olympic eight-oar rowing team 
– nine working class boys who took on and 
defeated successive echelons of privilege and 
power.  They reminded the country of what can 
be done when everyone pulls together.   

It is a story of how American grit, determination 
and optimism prevail, about beating the odds 
and finding hope in the most desperate of 
times. 

Mary Lou’s  
Message 
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Texas Railroad Commission Chairman 
Christi Craddick spoke to SRW 
members and guests in April about the 
Texas energy industry and the broad 
responsibilities of the Commission.  She 
also encouraged SRW members to take 
an active role in the upcoming 
Presidential election. 

The oldest agency in the state, the 
Railroad Commission was formed to 
regulate the rail industry, and today, it 
also has regulatory jurisdiction over the 
oil & natural gas industry, pipeline 
transporters, natural gas & hazardous 
liquid pipeline industry, natural gas 
utilities, the LP-gas industry and coal & 
uranium surface mining operations. 

Chairman Craddick, elected in 2012, 
pointed out “the oil and gas industry is 
40 percent of the state’s economy.”  In 
2014, the industry created 2.2 million 
jobs directly and indirectly.   It also 
provided $15.7 billion in tax revenues 
and royalties to the State last year. 

Texas’ Rainy Day Fund is primarily 
funded by oil and gas taxes, said 
Craddick.  So the industry is helping 
schools and transportation systems by 
virtue of recent State Legislature actions 
to direct the funds for those purposes. 

Texas produces more than 25 percent of 
the nation’s oil, about 2.2 million barrels 
of oil a day, said Craddick.  She also 
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reported that the U.S. has the fourth 
largest reserves of natural gas in the 
world and has become the world’s 
largest producer of oil and gas.  

A major contributor to increased 
production in Texas comes from 
hydraulic fracturing technology or 
“fracking”.  Craddick said fracking is not 
a new technology.  It was first introduced 
more than 50 years ago.   

One of the newer areas to apply fracking 
is in South Texas in the Eagle Ford Shale 
area.  Craddick said that in 2008, there 
were 26 drilling permits in the Eagle 
Ford.  In 2014, there were 5,500 permits. 
Wells in Eagle Ford are producing 
850,000 barrels of oil a day and 250,000 
barrels of natural gas liquids used for 
plastics and various chemicals, said 
Craddick. 

Craddick said fracking has not been 
used in any significant way in the 
Permian Basin area, but added there is a 
huge opportunity in that area for the 
technology. 

Craddick was asked about environ-
mental impacts of fracking to water and 
potential earthquakes. She said the 
Commission has hundreds of employees 
inspecting drilling and well operations 
every day, and Commission records do 
not indicate a single documented water 
contamination case associated with 
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fracking in Texas.  She said there also is 
no evidence that fracking has or will 
lead to earthquakes. 

Craddick said the commission has 
improved its information technology 
systems to enhance the agency’s 
efficiency and effectiveness.  These 
efforts helped significantly reduce 
permit approval times and realty 
enhance information sharing. 

 The Railroad Commission spends 
about 70 percent of its efforts regulating 
and overseeing the oil & gas industry, 
Craddick said, including inspecting 
approximately 400,000 miles of 
pipelines in Texas.  The Commission 
also oversees surface mining of coal in 
the state, a product that fuels 37 percent 
of the states electricity generation.  

Craddick worked closely with former 
Texas GOP Chairman Steve Munisteri in 
the 2014 elections.  She said the 2016 
election cycle is even more important.  
She challenged everyone to share the 
Republican values with family and 
friends and give them the reasons why 
a Republican president must be elected 
in 2016.  

Texas is a pivotal state, she said, and “if 
Hillary Clinton wins in Texas, the 
Country is gone.”  We all have to take 
action now and keep up the pace 
through election day, she said. 

At the Star Republican Women 
(SRW) General Meeting in April 
(from left) Texas Railroad 
Commission Chairman Christi 
Craddick joins her mother 
Nadine Craddick and Hill 
Country Science Mill (HCSM) 
Director Renee Williams, HCSM 
Founder and President Dr. 
Bonnie Baskin, and SRW 
Campaign Activities Committee 
Chairman Nancy Fisher. 
Chairman Craddick gave an 
update on the state’s energy 
industry and Dr. Baskin provided 
an overview of the Science Mill, a 
new hands-on learning center in 
Johnson City. 
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Join SRW Members on Thursday, May 14  

For Tour of the Hill Country Science Mill  

The Hill Country Science Mill will host Star Republican 

Women members on a special tour of this new and special 

educational facility in Johnson City at 2 p.m. on May 14. 

This non-profit museum encourages interactive learning, 

creative thinking and scientific exploration.  It is designed to 

spark kids’ interest and help them fall in love with science, 

technology, engineering and math (STEM).  

If you are interested in participating, please email Nancy 

Fisher at: nancy@hcstrategies.net. We will provide 

information on carpooling opportunities once we have a list 

of interested members.  The Mill features a restaurant, so 

going earlier for lunch will be an option as well. 

This is a great opportunity to tour the facility and get an idea 

of how your children and/or grandchildren can benefit by 

visiting this hands-on learning center. 

(L-R) SRW Hospitality Committee Co-Chairman Claudia Haydon 
visits with Hill Country Science Mill Founder and President Dr. 
Bonnie Baskin and Campaign Activities Committee Chairman 
Nancy Fisher. 

(L-R) New SRW member Deborah Smith 
chats with Kathy Jones at the April SRW 
general meeting. 
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Star Republican Women 2015 Committee Chairmen 

Star Republican Women 2015 Executive Officers 

Awards: Ellen Miller 830-596-1642 epmillervhm@gmail.com
Campaign Activities: Nancy Fisher 512-715-9943 nancy@hcstrategies.net
Caring for America: Tricia Burcham 830-637-7413 triciaburcham@yahoo.com
Chaplain: Sanny Sue Hoffman 830-598-1546 sannysueh@yahoo.com
Historian: Jennifer Smith 919-818-6288 jenniroosmith@gmail.com
Hospitality: Claudia Haydon 830-598-9364 c.ehaydon23@gmail.com

Leslye Menerey 713-823-7507 leslyemenerey@gmail.com
Legislation: Charlotte Hewitt 830-598-1901 chewitt@sci-group.com
Literacy: Kathy Hussey 325-423-0418 kathusse@yahoo.com
Ways & Means: Marion Gardner 830-613-9216 gardner.marion87@gmail.com

President: Mary Lou Kromer 830-596-7061 mlplkromer@mac.com

1st Vice President: Annette Burton 830-220-3618 anetburton@gmail.com

2nd Vice President: Gennie Ward 325-247-4078 gennieward@gmail.com

Secretary: Tari Pilgreen 979-541-3885 j.tpilgreen@yahoo.com

PAC Treasurer: Beverly Graham 830-598-5731 beverly@grahambo.net

NFRW RECOMMENDED READING 

Mamie Eisenhower Library Project Book 

BREAKOUT:  Pioneers of the Future, 
Prison Guards of the Past, 

And the Epic Battle 
That will Decide America’s Fate 

By Newt Gingrich 

 
Even Newt Gingrich has said that his latest book contains ideas that, if 
they were to catch on in Washington, would rattle the Republican Party’s 
cage.  The point of Gingrich’s book:  “Break out of Washington gridlock 
and get back to being the most dynamic and exciting country on the 
planet.”   
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The Big Fix 
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Star Republican Women raised 
approximately $10,000 at its 2015 
fundraiser, The Big Spring Fix, in April.  
More than 100 SRW members, 
associates and guests attended the 
event at Quail Point Lodge. 

Event chairman Marion Gardner and 
her team, composed of Nancy Cobb, 
JoEllen Henderson, Ellen Hower, Tomi 
MacDonald and Ellen Miller, donned 
bright pink hard hats and overalls as 
they greeted the attendees and 
introduced them to the local 
professional tradespeople who 
donated services valued from $300 to 
$1500 for the live auction.  In addition, 
there were great silent auction items to 
view as well. 

Attendees enjoyed a wonderful 
catered dinner featuring lasagna, salad 
and desserts.  And then it was time for 
the live auction! 

SRW President Mary Lou Kromer 
greeted the guests and thanked 
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Marion and her team.  She explained 
that the proceeds of the event would 
go towards supporting Republican 
candidates in 2016 state elections. 

David Gardner, introduced the 
mistress of ceremonies, former Miss 
Texas USA Holly Gardner, and the 
auctioneer, Williamson County 
Commissioner Ron Morrison. Holly 
and Ron managed the live auction 
with a flourish, highlighting the 
outstanding services being offered by 
the local tradespeople and 
interjecting humor and a little cajoling 
along the way.   

Special thanks go to the following  
tradespeople and the “winners” of the 
live auction: 

Beaudreau Landscape Design:  
Diana Wright 
 
Horseshoe Bay Audio/Visual:   
Jay & Eileen Harris 
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Marble Falls Heat & Air: 
Barbara and Jerry Rounsborg 
CD Electric: 
Audni Wesch 
 
David Gardner Remodelling: 
Jen Cannavino-Charlton 
 
Davis Designs: 
Mary Lou and Lanny Kromer 
 
Suarez Masonry: 
Audni Wesch 
 
Cuco Painting: 
Rhonda Rodman 
 
Huffman Plumbing: 
Audni Wesch 
 
Baystone Tile and Granite: 
Nancy Cobb 
 
Treadworks: 
Barbara and Jerry Rounsborg 
 
                          (continued next page) 

SRW President Mary Lou Kromer (center) thanks The Big Spring Fix Committee for all their hard work, including  

(L-R) Ellen Hower, Chairman Marion Gardner, Ellen Miller, Tomi MacDonald, Nancy Cobb and JoEllen Henderson. 
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Seven local business owners donated items for the silent auction.  
The stores and “winners” of these items included: 

Back Bone Nursery:  Claudia Haydon 

Twist Hair Salon:  Tari Pilgreen 

Ace Hardware:  Ellen Miller 

Casis Dry Cleaning:  Ellen Hower 

Horseshoe Bay Resort:  Ellen Hower 

Dr. Greg Sopel:  Shelby Spangler 

Scissortails Salon:  Shelby Spangler 

 

TOP PHOTO: (L-R) Andra Solomon, Dena Gray and Vicki 
Summitt visit during the reception time at The Big Spring Fix. 

BOTTOM PHOTO: (L-R) SRW Associate Members Ron Hewitt  
and County Commissioner Peter Jones and Ray Gill take a 
moment to compare notes after visiting with the local 
tradespeople before the live auction. 

TOP PHOTO: Jerry and Barbara Rounsborg 
are excited about winning two items at The 
Big Spring Fix live auction. 

BOTTOM PHOTO: (L-R) Peggy Jordan and 
Brenda Gray talk strategy about the silent 
auction items featured at the April 
fundraiser. 
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Star Republican Women 

PO Box 8675  

Horseshoe Bay, TX 78657 

NOTICE:     Political advertising paid for by Star Republican Women PAC, PO Box 8675, Horseshoe Bay, TX 78657, a non-profit 
organization under Section 527 of the IRS Code.  Contributions to Star Republican Women are NOT tax deductible as charitable 
contributions for federal income purposes. Corporate contributions are not permitted. Not authorized by any candidate or 
committee.   Editor:  Mary Lou Kromer – 830-596-7061 mlplkromer@mac.com,  Photos:  Jennifer Lee and Mary Lou Kromer 

State Representative Andrew Murr joins SRW members (from left) 
Kathy McCabe, Leslye Menerey, Mary Lou Kromer, Charlotte Hewitt 
and Melody Yanniell at the Texas Capital in April during Texas 
Federation of Republican Women’s bi-annual Legislative Day. 

Thank you Hostesses!   
A special thanks to those who provided lunch 
at our April general meeting: 
 
Marion Gardner Leslye Menerey 

Claudia Haydon Beth Peterson 

Peggy Jordan  Barbara Rounsborg 

JoAnn McCarty  Shelby Spangler 

Welcome New Members! 

Sherry Mitchell 

Erin Sanchez 

Deborah Smith 


